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.. ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR 2017-18

‘Blind Pé?sétié’ Association, '(B.P' A) Mumbai is a voluntary charitable -

organization working since October '1947 for the betterment bf blind
individuals residing in Mumbai and its suburbs, including adjoining
districts namely, Thane, Palghar and Raigad, with focus on the needs
of non-institutionalized blind persons. .

. The Executive Council of BPA presénts with, great pleasure the Annual

Report of its activities for the year 2017-18.

’Tize present strength of members has gone up to 1208 after inclusion
of 83 new Life Members. (Here BPA 'would like to clarify that the

' bénefits are open to all Visually Impaired in and around Mumbai and

not limited to its members only}

COMMITTEE MEETINGS .

‘During the year, the Executive Council met 4 times and the Working
Committee met 5 times. We are happy to note that the committee

. members had active participation in the meegtings. They gave their

valuable suggestions and efficiently undertook the tasks assigned to
them. ' : : &

' ANNUAL GENERAL BODY MEETING

The 70 Annual General Body Meeting of the ‘Association was
convened on Saturday, 9th September 2017, at M N B industrial Home
for the Blind, Jogeshwari (West) Mumbai. This was attended by 295
‘members. In this meeting the triennial election for the period 2017-20
~was also conducted. The present Executive Council has taken over the
charge subsequent to this election. S ‘

ACTIVITIES

BPA has many programmes “and schemes like Scholarship and
Educational Assistance, Help the Aged, Medical Assistance, Need Based
Financial Assistance, House Repair, sale of Aids and Appliances at
subsidized cost, Counseling Services, etc. It also srganizes functions ,



~ cultuzal programmes like Reshimbandh (which is specially meant for
_visually impared youth ), Hawkers’ Day, Foundation Day, Annual picnic,

- ‘Women’s Day etc. .

. Details of these are as under:
- MEDICAL ASSISTANCE:

‘BPA has a Medical ‘As_sistanc’e Scheme under which an amount of Rs.

. .60,178/-was disbursed during the year to 24 . beneficiaries. It covers
.. 'the expenses incurred on clinical tests, treatment of ailments,
.. purchase of medicines, . su:gery etc. The Association  decides the
. amount - of - assistance' on case-to-case ‘basis. on ' submission of

" Preseriptions, Bills and Medical Reports. As the medical treatment is .
getting costlier day by day, the Association has set up a Medical
Corpus Fund during the Financial year 2010-11 and as on 31%! March
2018, it stands at Rs. 9,77,064/-which include the donations of Rs.
1,10,758/- received during the year 2017-18. We aim to raise this as
much as possible and the interest accrued on the same is utilized for
the purpose of providing medical assistance to the needy blind people.
We are extremely happy to announce that donors and well-wishers,
sighted as well as blind, are responding generously to our appeals and
we would urge more and more people to come forward and donate for
this purpose. : &

. EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMME

BPA has two schemes to promote education amongst SIGHTED
children of BLIND parents

* Free distribution of school materials for Pre primary & Primary
School going children. ‘

¢ Educational Assistance in the form of Scholarship to the children
studying from primdry to higher education and vocational
training. : _

* BPA ‘also offers educational Assistance to College Going BLIND
students ' :

~ On 17th June 2017, BPA distributed school materials such as school
bags, lunch boxes, water bottles, pencils, notebooks, sharpeners,
erasers, scales etc. to the sighted students of blind parents. School
bags, water bottles and lunch boxes were sponsored by Basant Agro
Tech (India) Ltd and Notebooks were sponsored'tiy Shri. Hitesh Mehta
(through the' kind courtesy of Mr Purshttakm Patel), who are our
regular donors . The Association has spent an amount of Rs. 6,920/- for
purchasing other items. 85 sighted childien of 55 blind parents
benefited by this project. : a
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“‘Scholarship worth = Rs.76,900/- was distributed by way of cheques on
:Saturday 18tk November 2017 to 118 °1ghted chxldren of 85 blind
. parents. :
. An amount of Rs csO 200/ was dxstrxbuted as Scholarships by way of
g cheques to 25 college- gomg bhnd students on 237 December 2017 at
- the, BPA Office, Cottongreen Dunng the year we have referred 40

college going blind students to another Charitable Trust namely
Samarthnam Trust through Mr Suhas Karnik and the students were

awarded higher amounfs of scholarshlps

. _Thus under the educatlonal programme the Assoclatlon spent a total
o amount of Rs. 1 14 020/ durmg the year :

[
%,

BPA-BPCL SCHOLARSHIP ~ | y

During the academic year 2017-18, Scholarships worth Rs. 2,50,000/-
were given to 20 sighted school and college going wards of blind
parents Courtesy of Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd.(BPCL) Our
sincere thanks to BPCL for their consistent support to our cause.

NEED-BASED FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

Under this scheme, BPA offers partial financ1al assistance to needy
blind persons to -acquire household articles such as Cots, Mattresses,

. Gas connections, Cupboards, Kitchen Racks, Utensils etc. BPA also

provides financial assistance to needy blind persons to meet
unforeseen expenditure caused by fire, flood, building collapse, sudden
death of earning member of the family etc. Total assistance of Rs
24,500/- was disbursed to 15 clients during the year.

-
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HOUSE REPAIR
BPA extends a helping hand to the needy blind persons residing in
hutments and dilapidated dwelling units ,to get their houses repaired.
The help is given in the form of building materials. The total
assistance of Rs.34 000/ -were provided -to 17 beneficiaries in the year

_ under review.

HELP THE AGED S-CHEME

Under this scheme we give Rs. 500/- per month per person, to
financially poor blind persons who have reached the age of 60 or older
to meet part of their expenses for medicines, grocery, toiletries,

clothes etc. This aid is provided at their doorsteps, which builds up
- good rapport with them. During the year, 22 males and 15 females

were assisted to the tune of Rs.2,18,500/-. During the year an amount
of Rs. 1,00,000/- was receivéd as a donation through Mrs Najoo D
Mehta, from Mr Antia Senior partner «f Mulla & Mulla Cragie Blunt &



' PERFUMERY TRAINING PROGRAMME:

"Cc‘ai."'Adv‘oéates ai;d:th'aﬁes','»t_)'ut"of‘.th'.e Will of Miss Piloo Nadir Garda.

The Association wish to keep on record its sincere thanks to Mrs

' Mehta ‘and Mr Antia for their sincere efforts to get this donation.

* EQUIPMENT BANK = ; hbr

Last several years BPA has béen running Eruipment Bank for the blind

. This is a unique scheme of its kind in Maharashtra. Special aids and

;. appliances such as White Canes, _Chess ‘Boards, Playing Cards, Writing
- ‘Slates, Signature Guides, Weighing Scales ‘etc. are made available at
- highly subsidized cost to needy clients. During the year the materials
" worth Rs. 7,645/-were supplied to 75 poor and -needy blind persons.,

BPA THACKERSEY FUND _FOR THE REHABILI'I‘ATIONs &

- EMPOWERMENT OF BLIND WOMEN

BPA has established this benevolent fund for rehabilitation of blind
women with kind courtesy of Thackersey Charitable Trust. During the
year, 2017-18 blind women were assisted in their hour of need under
our various schemes to the tune of Rs 2,24,150/-. (The details of
expenses are reflected in the Audited Accounts). : =

REFERRAL SERVICE

" Although BPA has been running many schemes to help the clients, at

times it is not possible to give the assistance fully, due to paucity of
funds and our limitations in some areas. Under these circumstances,
BPA refers its needy clients to various Sources / Agencies / Hospitals
etc. for assistance as per their requirements.

During this year we have referré_d 40 visually impaired college going
students to Samarthanam Charitable Trust, for Scholarships and they
were benefitted. .

CPL Aromas conducted Smell Capacity Test survey amongst Visually
Impaired Persons. Thereafter, BPA and CPL Aroma decided to train

selected candidates for training programme in perfumery. Department

of Cosmetics and Perfumery of KET’s V.G.Vaze College, Mulund held a
training programme for the fifth batch of 3 candidates in the year
2017-18. ' o= ‘

Two candidates who completed training successfully in the past year

were provided placements during the year 2017-18.

Cancer Detec*icn Camp:
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’ Rgshimbagdh _Programme:

The Association . in - collaboration ‘with Indian Cancer Society, had

| conducted ~a Cancer Detect;i"c.in Camp for blind women, on 22nd April,
- 2017, from 9.00 a.m. to 1.30 p.m. at Smt Kamla Mehta Dadar School
~ for the Blind, Dadar, Mumbai. - Though 70 blind women had registered

earlier, ‘only 32 women: participated in the Camp. A team of doctors

under Dr Roomani Srivastava and their assistants from Indian Cancer
Society had conducted the camp. The reports received from Indian
Cancer Society in sealed envelopes wer. distributed to the concerned

- persoms.

' HAWKERS' DAY: =

 The 7t Hawkers’ Day was celebrated on Saturday, 6t - May 2017, at

Kedarnath School, Nehru Nagar, Kurla (East) from 2.00 p.m. to 6.00
p.-m. About 90 people had participated in this function. Lion iDeepak

" Rohra , Trustee of the School was the Chief Guest. Four hawkers viz.

Mr. Abdul Kalyanwala, Mr. Nivruti Tigote, Ms Sangita Pujari and Ms
Vijaya Tarpia, were felicitated at the hands of the Chief Guest. The
persons actively participa{ted in cultural activities such as singing etc.
All the participants were served with snacks and a common gift was
also given while leaving the premiseé. The gifts were sponsored by Mr
Nitesh Shah and the snacks were sponsored by Mr Kanaram Purhit, Mr
Hiraman Shinde and Ms.Sampada Shevde. Mr Amar Sunkersett had
also given a donation for this programme .Association kept on record
its sincere thanks to all the donors. '

Work Shop by Ms Nidhi Goyal: , _,
Ms Nidhi Goyal, Program Director, Sexuality and Disability, Point of

View, had organized a workshop on Saturday, the 22rd July 2017, at

the BPA Office, Cottongreen, Mumbai. The workshop was arranged for
about 30 blind young college going girls. Due to heavy rain some of the
students could not attend the Workshop. 20 visually. challenged girls
had attended the same. The workshop was ‘divided into 3 sessions
namely body literacy, relationship and marriage, violence and abuse.
The workshop was very much informative for the teenage girls. The
entire expenses on lunch was sponsored by Ms Goyal. The Association
thanked Ms Goyal for her dedication and - willingness for conducting
such workshops and sponsoring the expenses. =

This» year the fifth Reshimbandh Programme was conducted on
Saturday, the 12t August 2017, at Smt Kamala Mehta Dadar School for
the Blind, Dadar {East), Mumbai. The object of the programme is to
give a chance to the visually challenged youngsters to exhibit their
talents in’ cultural programmes on the stage. Total 75 persons
including office bearers had attended the function. The function was



- inaugurated at the hands of the President, Mr Suhas Karnik. Mr Ketan
: Ko_thari; delivered ga lec.ure on “Rights of Persons with Disability Act,
" (RPWD Act)2016”, - The iecture was very informative and the

pa‘rtic_i'pantsnwer'e,'Ve_fy -n;‘jz_‘(-_zl;_ ) jir_'ﬁpress’e‘d.' Thereafter the 'li._ght music

3 (Sugam Gayan) 'g:'_prhpetit'ioh_é‘tgit‘_éd.l' 'Mr. Mohan Morascar ‘and Mr
_ Pramod Kamblj ‘were ‘the judges for the: competition. Total 10

persons had Participated in the competition. A nominal fee of Rs, 30/-

-, 'was collected fr,om_e'ach'me.mbel_"v,iw'ho 'participated in the competition.

P The. cash prizes ‘of Rs. 1,000/- (First), -Rs, 700/-(Second),Rs. 500-

{third) and RsQOO/ o {consol}ia_‘t'ion)"\yerve won by Ms Triveni Shinde, Ms.

Reshma  Naijk; Ms.. Priyagka'.;manwa;e ~and Ms. -Ashwini Gaikwad,
~  respectively, ~Thé'prizes"Weie distributed at the hands of thé%'. Jjudges.

The vote of thanks was delivered by Mr Vijay Gujar and the
Programme concluded with the National anthem at around 7.00 p.m.

FOUNDATION DAY ‘
YOUNDATION DAY

The 70th Foundation Day of the’Association was celebrated on 1jth
November 2017, at Smt _Kamla Mehta Dadar ‘School for the Blind,
Dadasaheb Phalke Road, Dadar (East), Mumbai, from 3.00 P.m. onwards.

- Total about 115 people Participated in the function, including Office

Mr Mohammed Raza (Member of Executive Council) of the Association .
welcomed the members and introduced Ms Neha Sharad, a poetess and

. a Prominent actress and daughter of fa.nous poet Shri Sharad Joshi.

Thereafter Mr Raza recited Some self cémposgq poems and Mr
Harshad Jadhav, Joint Secretary, recited the po"éfn'.p written by Shri
Vijay Soawane. Mr Raju Sigh also recited some of his self composed

poems, Afterwards Ms Neha Sharad recited some of the self

composed poems and Poems composed by her late father Shri Sharad
Joshi. Members were delighted and éppreciated her for sparing here
valuable time ang attending the function. She was kind enough to
attend the entire function including the award presentation ceremony.
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- grass root level,  jng|

H“_'I"‘hé:feafter ‘the Padmashree Dr Rajénd-ra T Vyas Memorial Awara
N .. presentation ceremony started. This award 'h.ais’_been‘instituted' by the
g ‘_'a,ssqi_:iatiorx tc cdmmghiorate the work of late Dr Vyas and has been

awarded to meritorious blind "people'i'r'x_the' past. Mr Jatin Paranjpe,

'-'famoiis cricketer was invited as :he Chief Guest for the function. The

guests were felicitated w- th florcl bouquets, My Kothari welcomed the

' members an_d_‘explained about various’ activities and services of the

uding their overall development, ot g
. : ‘ : §

The Award Presentation function started with lighting the lamp by the
Chief Guest. My Pravin Dandia, President Emeritus, paid rich tributes
to Dr Vyas and lauded his services and dedication to the Association .
He recalled the immense contribution of Dr Vyas and said that it will be
an inspiration for all of us. His name wil] always be written in golden
letters in the field of blind welfare activities, This year the award

Patfl, the coach of Mr Jaydeep Singh, briefed about the determination
and hard working mentality of Mr Jaydeep Singh which enabled him to
achieve the goals in his life, Mr Jaydeep Singh expressed his sincere
gratitude to the Association for selecting him for this. prestigious
award. - He also said that “he is trying his level best to bring other
visually challenged People also to come forward in the field of Judo.
On this occasion _the -Association felicitated Dr. Charudatta Ja'dhav,
President, Internationa] Braille Chess Association : ’
( IBCA) and a senior employee of Tata Consultancy Services (T; C S)
who is also an eminent Chess player in his own right and Mr Prakash
Patil, an employee of State Bank of India, for his selfless social selfvice,
with Mementos, Mr:»Kothari, introduced Dr Charudatta Jadhav and Mr
Raman Shankar introduced Mr Prakash Patil to the audience. |

The function concluded with vote of thanks by Mr Kiran Kadam,Vice

President followed by National Anthem, at around 6.00 p.m. The

ANNUAL PICNIC:
S VAL FICNIC:
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: 4',-'1"1_1‘e*'ASsociation‘-had'_bi’jgahizféd its annual picnic,',o_n ‘Sunday, 4t
- ‘February 2018, to Shanti Sagar Resort, at Amernath, Altogether 115
~persons had participate'd'iﬁ«the'_picnic, which - include some of the

-members’ families, staff members and volunteers, The Association had

bfeakfast, lunch and evening tea. The participants enjoyed the water

' ‘  '.Aftiér:,.lunéh',_ a -1i1¢k'y' dra&' Wa'é_ 60ndu'cted in whlch 10 _pérsons got

: _various prizes. After,iéerﬁing _the"ever{iin§ tea, they departed ‘home at
A aifdund -5.00 p.m. - The ‘participants  were very much happy and

- .enjoyed the picnic, h t

WOMEN’S DAY CELEBRATIONS:
————2 LAY CELEBRATIONS:

This year, the 8th Women'’s Day was celebrated by the Association on
Sunday, 25th March 2018, from 9.00 a.m. to 6.00 Pm. at M N B
Industrial Home for the Blind, Jogeshwri (West), Mumbai . Total 71
women had_particijpated in the function. Registration of participants
- started at 9.00 a.m. A nominal amount of Rs 50/- was charged as
registration fee from the participants. After the breakfast, the
programmes started with Welcome Speech by Mrs Anubha Dixit,
President. Thereafter Advocate Ms Rupali Naik delivered a lecture on
Live-in Relationships, its legal Implications” which was very
informative, Subsequently various competitions were organized

- including “Anthkashri. The delicious lunch was prepared and served

by “Arpan Charitable Organization”. The winners of competitions were

inte_‘resting and informative, Participants enjoyed the programme and
appreciated the team., After serving the refreshments programme

before concluding the function,

~concluded with 3 Vote of Thanks. All the Jparticipants were given gifts

- OUR SINCERE THAN S

We are highly grateful to our Donors, Charitable Trusts and Well
Wishers for their generous donations without which it would have been
impossible for us to support our beneficiaries. This year we received

Rs.5,67,551/- by way of donations from our 65 donors,

We specially thank Mr M P Antja, Partner of M/s.Sorab S.Engineer &

Co. (Chartered Accountan‘ts) for auditing our accounts free of cost
eévery year. '



With deep gratitude,
% frie‘nds, w_‘ellwv_ishers and
'operati_on.exten_ded to us.

- (Mrs) ANUB AD DIX’ ¢
. (PRESIDENT) |

KETAKTPK

. (HON.GEN. SECRETARY)
. BPA THANKS ALL THE DONORS

FOR THEIR KIND SUPPORT



